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It is an honorto have a part in the ceIebration ofthe =fe ofa godIy friend, Shirley W冊ams. it occurred to

me that I have known Shirley iongerthan anyofyou: 72 out ofher lO2 years.

I arrived by boat from Germany on Sunday, February 8, 1953. On the fo=owing Sunday, I attended church

With my relatives in SpringfieId, Massachusetts. Pastor David Nettieton was at the door to welcome me.

After the service, i met Art and Shirley who were members of Grace Baptist Church and the best friends

my German reIatives had.

INTRODUCTiON

lt is a matter ofgreat comfort and consoIation that when a beIiever Iike Shirley faces death, the

i=dividuaI can know that death has Iost its terror The Apostle PauI expressed it by the frequently quoted

questions and consoIing answer:

1 Cor. 15:55-57 O death′ Where is thy sting了O graveI Where is thy victory? 56The sting of death is sin;

and the strength of sin is the Iaw. 57But thanks be to God′ Which giveth us the victory through ourしOrd

JesusChrist.

Someone has expIained the experience of a saint at the moment of death thusiy, that for the beIiever

death is not冊e being run over by a truck but bythe shadow ofa truck. As ShirIey Ieftthis Iife, for a

fleeting′ but onIy a fIeeting′ mOment′ death cast a shadow on he購And then she was surrounded by

heaveniy Iight and an experience of b=ss tot訓y unknown in her earthIy existence.

The beIiever’s transition from this earthIy life to the eternal abode may be described in several

discemibIe steps. Butfirst we want to note thatthe death ofa beIiever whetherthat ofShirIey or any of

us, is precious to ou「 HeavenIy FatheJ二

1A.　　THE AFF各CTION OF OUR HEAVEN[Y FAVHER′S HEART

The PsaImist reveals to the believeran amazing tru†h when he writes:

Psalm l16:15 Precious in the sight oftheしO「d is the death of his saints.

The Hebrew woI●d ′′precious’’(ycJqOr) means ′′highIy prized, highiy valued’’or ′‘rare.′′ ln other

WOrds, it was precious and something ¥′ery SPeCial to theしOrd to weIcome Shirlev to her

heavenly home.

Psaim l16:15 indicates that the death ofthe believer is not incidentaI・ The ter「Tl ′′precious′′

indicates that God does not treat the deaths ofsaints Iike ShirIey with ind臨ITenCe. God cares so

deeplyforthe livesofthe salntsthat He a=ows no oneto die apartfrom His plan.

Charles Haddon Spurgeon, k「lOWrI aS ′′The Prince of Preachers,’’writes on Psalm l16:15.
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之A.

They (the saints) [and right now we are consideringthe passing ofShiriey] sha= not die

Prematureiy告hey sha= be immortal t紺thei「work is done; and when theirtime sha=

COme tO die′ then their deaths sha= be precious. TheしOrd watches overtheir dying beds,

SmOOths their p用ows, SuStains their hearts, and receives their souIs. Those who are

redeemed with precious bIood are so dear to God that even their deaths are precious to

him.

One the most capable expositors ofthe Bibie′ Aibert Bames′ also emphasizes God,s delight in the

death ofone of His saints:

…the act ofremoving a good man [including Shiriey] from the world is, SO tO SPeak, an

act ofdeep deiiberation on the part ofGod; that good, and sometimes great, ends are to

be accompIished by it声nd that, therefore, God regards it with specia=nterest.

THE ASCENT TO OUR HEAVENい=FATHER′s HOME

WhiIe the transition from earthiy life to etema川fe in Heaven takes but a fieeting moment, it is

We= to consider separately some ofthe provisions the Lord had in store for Shirley and for a= of

1b.　The Lord of Iife concludes the Iife ofevery beiieve「

Our heavenIy Father knows about our anxieties and fears′ eSPeCia=y those ofShirley in

the iast few years, and aiways gives us the enabIement to face hardships and d輔culties.

It is wonderfui to reaIize that the Lord is with us in a special way atthe time ofdeath and

deIights to have His biood-bought ch=d with Him in Heaven. He isthe one Who gave

Shiriey life. He is the one Who determined that Shirley’s iong and rich iife shouId be over

and the specific time for her passing.

Death is defined by the dictionary as ′′a permanent cessation of a= vital functions; the

end of Iife.’’when theしOrd stopped ShirIey’s heart from beating, tWO deveiopments_

took pIace at that divineIy ordained moment ofdeath. One is that of cessation. At the

moment ofdeath, eVery function ofthe person ceases. The other deveIopment is that of

SeParation. The immateriai facets separate from the person’s physical body.

2b.　Man’s immaterial facets separate from his physicai body.

We knowthrough divine reveIation that forthe beIieverto be absentfrom the body is to

be present with theしOrd (2 Co購5:8〉・ Sadly the unbeliever faces immediate judgment.

The write to the Hebrews warns, ′As it is appointed unto men once to die, but afterthis

the judgment,’’(9:27). The decision where we w冊spend eternity is made in this Iife. At

death, be=evers and unbeIievers are separated. 1fyou are here and have never yet

COnfessed yoursins and accepted Christ as Savior then the time to do it is now. Because

no one ofus has assurance that we w肌ive another day. IfShirley were here, She wouId

urgeyou to trust in Christ. She would begyou to believe in Him and ifyou could see her,

you would know how supremely happy she is.
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3b.

4b.

与b.

6b.

At death′ the body ofthe individual has ceased a旧unctions but the true person,

Whether believer or unbeiieve巾eparts with his spirit′ SOul′ heart, mind, COnSCience,

etc.′ tO a different Iocation. A beiiever aIso has seaI ofthe Ho-y Spirit (Eph. 4:30〉.

At the moment of death′ aS the beIiever′s immateria南cets depart from the motionIess

body, he is tota=y sanctified or gIorified.

We knowthat si剛fiesh and blood cannot enterthe kingdom ofheaven (1 Cor 15:50〉,

SO ShirIey became sinIessIy perfect or glorified or totaIIy Chr輔ke at virtuaIIy the

moment of her death′ Since immediateIy after that she and evelγ beiiever is in the

PreSenCe Ofthe Lord in Heaven.

AngeIs stand by to assist the beIieve「

It seemsthat every beiiever has ∂t least one guardian angel assigned to him bythe

Creator (Heb・ 1:14). The moment that ShirIey passed away, She was embraced by the

angeIs′ Perhaps including her guardian angeI that watched over her throughout her lO2

The軸ever′s immaterial facets are cIothed immediately in a temporary, at first invisible,

bodY.

The moment that Shirley left herold body’a nevy temPOrary body was given to he「 to

be human is to have a body・ We knowfrom Christ′s account ofしazarus and the rich man

in Luke 16 that this is a historicaI narrative′ COntaining reference to the historica- persons

OfAbraham and Moses and an individua- bythe name of Lazarus. 1n none ofChrist′s

Parables does He refer to an actua冊storicaI person′ nOr does He give personai names

to individuaIs. Thus′ When we read the account, We are COnfronted with actuaI

individuaIs. Lazarus is in Abraham′s bosom and the rich man in heIi, SOOn aftertheir

death. The rich man′ an ur-beIiever has a body 〈as suggested by his ′′tongue了Luke

16:24) and Lazarus′ a gOdIy individua川kewise has a body (as indicated by his ′′finger了

Luke 16:24). I realize we hear littIe teaching on the intermediate ortemporary body but

the idea is so剛y b酬caI・ The body bestowed upon ShirIey is a perfect body fashioned

in Heaven. And ifyo‘」 COuId have seen ShirIey before she Ieft this earth, She wouid have

appeared ve「y m‘」C帥くe her earthiy selt and yet tota-Iy free of a旧mperfections and

Pa両s certain that when his earthIy tabemacIe disintegrated′ When he died, he would

have a body sしまited in the heavens. He did not wantto be found disembodied or ′′naked,′′

as he wrote in 2 Corinthians 5:1-3. The beIiever′s permanent body wilI be his

transfdrmed earthIy body’PreSentIy buried somewhere on this planet, and resurrected

at the Raptl」re1.

The be畦ver is f川ed with indescribable joy.

As ShirIey leftus and anticipated meeting herSaviorface to face, She was not帥ed with

anxiety orfear but with exuberant joy that she had never experienced before. We know

from Peter’s writing that when we leave this鴫we are ′・g-ad with exceedingjoy′′ (1 Pet.
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7b.

8b.

4:13). 」ude, the haIトbrother ofour Savi〔町aSSureS uS at the conciusion of his short

epistle′ that we wi= be presented IlfauItIess before the presence of his gIory with

exceedingjoγ’’(」ude 24〉. Many beIievers feeI that they wi= be ashamed or anxious as

they anticipate meeting the Saviorface to face. 」ust the opposite is true. He Ioves the

believer has always Ioved him′ aS the prophet 」eremiah said′ ′′with an everlasting love′′

(」er 31:3), and now He is deIighted to have ShirIey and any of His other redeemed

individuaIs with Him in Heaven.

The angels bring be=evers to the third heaven.

In the accounl: Of Lazarus and the rich man, angeis carriedしazarus to Ab「aham′s bosom

Or Paradise (しk. 16:22〉, Which appa「ently is Iocated now in the third heaven (2 Cor 12:2-

4〉

As to the angeiic actions′ a Very descriptive word is used. They Iiter訓y ′′腫ed up and

Carried’’〈apQ佃ro)しazarus. Ifthis happened to one ofthe Iesser OId Testament saints,

how much more do angeis have a significant part in conducting members ofthe Bride of

Christ to glory? Can anyone doubt that the angeIs gentIy bore Shiriey over to her

heavenIy home?

W刷e the distance from here to gIory is infinitely far; the time invoIved is infinitesima=y

b「ief. Astronome「s cIaim that our M冊y Way is lO5,700 iight years in diameter Our

entire universe supposedIy is 93 b冊on =ght years in diameter and expanded at the

SPeed of iight. The dwe冊g pIace of God′ the Third Heave=, is beyond our vast universe.

And yet, We are in glory in a fieeting moment (′′absent from the body [immediateIy]

With theしOrd,’’2 Cor 5:8; ′′to depart and to [immediateIy] be with Christ,′′ phil. 1:23).

Even before the nurse in the care center cIosed the eyes of ShirIey′s earthiy body ieft

behind, the angels bore ShirIey immediately to Heaven.

As mentioned, God seiects angeIs, Perhaps our earthIy guardian angels, aS Our traVei

COmPanions. Their task is two-fold. They present us perfectiy sanctified to ol」r Savior and

they protect us as we pass through Satan’s domain. Untii the middle ofthe Tribuiation

he is ′′the prince ofthe poweI“ Of‘the air’’〈Rev. 12:1-4). Who knows what demonic

devices Satan m・ight otherwise have empIoyed against Shirley to prevent her from

reaching that deIightfuI destination!

The Savior we!comes the beIiever to the Third Heaven.

When Stephen, the first martyr was about to die, he was afforded a gIimpse into the

Third Heaverl Where the Savior left His throne and stood in a weIcoming posture, tO

embrace Stephen just a short whiIe Iater. Dr.しuke records the riveting scene:

Acts 7:55 But he, 【Stephe巾being fulI of the Holy Ghost, Iooked up stedfastly

into heaven, and saw the glory of God, and 」esus standing on the right hand of

God.

Our beIoved f「iend Shirley had an identical experience, aS less than a second after her

death she reachedト1eaven’s shore. The biood-bought beiieve"ike Stephen, may

likewise expect a personal welcome bythe Savior in HeaveIl. We know that this is the
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9b.

giorious meeting that ShirIey had with her Savior He died for Shirley’He loved ShirIey

Iike He has ioved a= believers with an everIasting love (」er 31:3). Forthejoythat was set

before Him, Christ endured the painfuI execution on the cross (Heb. 12:2〉. He shed His

bIood for the beIievers’redemption and persona=y welcomed ShirIey aS He does aII

Other beIievers as members of His Bride.

We w旧nstantaneously recognize our Ioved ones′ aS We= as the saints who have gone

before and the angelic host.

Unquestionably’Shirley spotted her husband Art and son Peter immediateIy. We know

that ifour loved ones were beiievers and are in Heaven, We W川recognize them from

afar We w川also instantar-eOuSly recognize saints ofgenerations ago and from bib=caI

times. Ifthat Were nOt true′ We WOuld spend haifan eternity introducing ourselves to

that vast company. On the Mount ofTransfiguration′ Christ′s three discipies immediateIy

recognized Moses and Elijah, the two OId ltstament saints who had lived centuries

before 〈Mt. 7:3).

10b.　The beiiever isshown his Iivingquarters in Heaven.

The night before His crucifixion, the Savior assured his troubied discipies that wh=e He

WOuld depart′ it was for a good reason・トIe would go to the Father′s House and prepa「e

their eternaI home. Then He wouid retしIrn. The immediate event referenced w川occur

When ouretemaI home is complete and the Savior retums for Hisown. This is the

glorious event we ca= the Rapture.

The believer who departs this iife before the Raptl」re, SuCh as Shirley, W紺be carried

ge佃y bv the angeIs′ in a fIeeting moment oftime′ tO the Savior in Heaven. The newIy

arrived saint, aftera warm and personaI weIcome bythe Savior w川perhaps have some

angelic being show him his or her eterna川ving quarters. Christ promised ampIe space

forthe saints when He said, ′′in my l:ather’s house are many mansions′′ (」n. 14:2〉.

Shiriey’s husband Art most Iikely went aIong.

11b.　The saints w掴enjoy physical provisions promised to them and provide forthem.

As Shirley arrived in Heaven, She found it to be a perfect, holyenvironment, VOid ofa=

the eviIs′ Sins and inequities ofthis worId. We know she is supremeIy happy in her new

SurrOundings. Yet, tO heighten the deIight of beiievers like Shirley, the Lord promises

…merOuS PhysicaI blessings. While in our intermediate or final resurrection body, We

Wi= not have any need forfood orsustenance but the saints have the soiemn promise of

the Hoiy Spirit in F¥eveIation 2:7.

He that 11ath an ea引et him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; to

him that overcometh wi= l give to eat ofthe tree of iife, Which is in the midst

Of the paradise of God.

The Lord w川persona=y serve us food and drink. The promise is that」esus Christ, the

しamb of God, ’’which is in the midst ofthe throne shaII feed them, and shal=ead them

unto Iiving fountains of waters’’Rev. 7:17.
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We know from God′s word how believers Iike ShirIey transition from earth to Heaven・ God′s pIan

as reveaied discIoses a number ofdetails. The saint′s spiritua- and physical provisions continue

after this暁throughout etemity. SomehoW Pau一′s observation in Romans 8:32 takes on a new

meaning‥ ′′He that spared not his own Son・ but delivered him up for us aii, how sha冊e not

With him aiso freeIygive us aIl things?

In light ofthe promised food and drink and abundant physicaI provisions, it may not be too far

amiss to envision that when ShirIey arrived in gIory, there were welcome drinks. Perhaps the

しOrd had ready ShirIey’s favorite drink, Orange juice.

We miss ShirIey・ We re」O-Ce OVer her triumphant transition to Heaven. She is reve-ing in the

giories of Heaven and in the companyofher Ioved ones. Shir-ey; like her husband Art, Ioved her

Savior and with their faithfuI godIy life’ieft us a good example to fal-ow. May our Iives reflect the

IoveIiness ofthe Savic町aS did theirs.

a御物闘触れ脇


